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functions, amidst which he was careful to nourish the interior life of his
soul  by assiduous  prayer,  singing  of psalms,  watching,   and fasting."
Alcuin, who wrote about fifty years after his death, assures us that this
apostle was endowed with the gift of miracles, and relates that whilst he
preached in the isle of Warckeren, where the towns of Flessingue and
Middleburg are since built, going from village to village, he found in one
of them a famous idol to which the people were offering their vows and
sacrifices, and, full of holy zeal, threw it down and broke it in pieces.    In
the meantime an idolater, who was the priest and guardian of the idol,
gave him a blow on the head with his backsword, with which, nevertheless,
the saint was not hurt; and he would not suffer the assassin to be touched
or prosecuted.    But the unhappy man was soon after possessed with a
devil and lost his senses.    By the tears, prayers, and zealous labours of
this apostle and his colleagues, the faith was planted in most parts of
Holland, Zealand, and all the remaining part of the Netherlands, whither
St Amand and St Lebwin had never penetrated;  and the Prisons, till then
a rough and most barbarous people, were civilized, and became eminent
for virtue and the culture of arts and sciences.    St Wulfran, Archbishop
of Sens, and others, excited by the success of our saint's missions, were
ambitious to share in so great a work under his direction.    St Willibrord
was exceeding cautious in admitting persons to holy orders, fearing lest
one unworthy or slothful minister should defeat by scandal all the good
which the divine mercy had begun for the salvation of many souls.    It is
also mentioned of him that he was very strict and diligent in examining
and preparing thoroughly those whom he admitted to baptism, dreading
the condemnation which those incur who, by sloth or facility, open a door
to the profanation of our most tremendous mysteries.    The schools which
St Willibrord left at Utrecht were very famous.1    Being at length quite
broken with old age, he resigned the administration of his diocese to a
coadjutor whom he ordained bishop, and in retirement prepared himself
for eternity.    He died, according to Pagi, in 739; according to Mabillon,
in 740 or 741, and according to Mr Smith,2 in 745;   some adhering to
Alcuin, others to Bede, &c.    St Boniface says that St Willibrord spent
fifty years in preaching the gospel,3 which Mr Smith dates from his
episcopal consecration,   Mabillon4 from his coming into Friesland, but
others think these fifty years mean only thereabouts.   Alcuin and Rabanus
Maurus place his death on the 6th of November;   but the Chronicle of
Epternac, Usuard, Ado, and the Roman and Benedictin Martyrologies
commemorate him on the 7th.    He was buried, as he had desired, at his
monastery of Epternac, and his relics are there enshrined at this day.
The portative altar which he made use of for the celebration of the divine
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